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GOOD READS
•

General Joseph
Aoun … Lebanon’s
Army Commander
with Many Duties

•

القضاة يعتصمون دفاعا عن
امتيازاتهم

•

Lebanon: Salary
Scale approved

•

 الجيش يحمي:معركة الجرود
النازحين

We remind our readers that Lebanon’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Emigrants will
be holding the second North America Lebanese
Diaspora Energy Conference at the Bellagio Hotel in Las
Vegas, NV, on 9/23 and 9/24. This

conference
is open to all LACD members, their
families, and friends. Additionally, the
LACD will be hosting a lavish dinner on 9/22 with His
Excellency Minister Gebran Bassil!! A strong
attendance from LACD members will make this event
special and successful! Inform your chapter’s president
that you wish to attend, and start planning your trip!!

If you decide to attend the LDE convention, we
encourage you to register at your earliest convenience.
• Sessions says he's
The registration process for is rather easy: Go here and
staying on
click on “REGISTRATION NORTH AMERICA LDE IN
VEGAS” (bottom of the page). On the next page, check
off the “I do not have an invitation” option. Confirm
reading the criteria list, fill out the required fields (personal information and field of work), and
submit. Once this initial registration is submitted, you will receive an email with further
instructions on how to complete your registration and receive/print your barcoded badge.
DONE!
Questions? Email marlene@lacd.us
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LEBANON NEWS
Alain Aoun: Army's goal is to prevent militants' infiltration
into Arsal: MP Alain Aoun explained that the aim behind the ongoing events
in Arsal is to prev ent the infiltration of militants into Arsal, noting that
"controlling the Lebanese borders helps to fortify internal security and weaken
the terrorist threat and its plots inside Lebanon." Speaking in an interv iew to
"V oice of Lebanon" Radio Station, Aoun stressed that the Lebanese Army is
carrying out its duties to contain the situation in the outskirts of Ar sal,
confronting militants and not refugees, contrary to some insinuations. "There
is no problem with the Sy rian refugees inside the camps," Aoun emphasized,
adding "the army is only targeting terrorists." "There is a great possibility that
the pace of the return of the displaced will continue as the necessary guarantees
and conditions for their safe return are ensured," stated Aoun.

US President Donald Trump meets with Prim e Minister Saad
Hariri in Washington this week for talks on issues including refugees
and combating terrorism, the White House announced in a statement.
Analy sts also anticipate US aid will be high on the agenda of the July
25th talks at the White House."The two leaders will discuss issues of
mutual concern, including the fight against terrorism, the economy, and
refugees," the White House statement said, adding that the talks "will
encourage other international and regional partners to support Lebanon
as it faces a wide range of challenges."

NO INCREASE IN TAXES! On July 17 , President Michel Aoun sought to reassure
the Lebanese that the gov ernment would soon take financial measures to deal with
the economic crisis, while ruling out any increase in taxes to generate revenues for
the cash-strapped state Treasury. President Aoun disclosed that the gov ernment
would soon take a series of “financial measures” to ease the crisis hitting hard at the
Lebanese who hav e for y ears been reeling under a chronic economic slowdown and
an official unemployment rate of 20 percent. Full Article

MISCELLANEOUS (CULTURE, ENTERTAINMENT, HEALTH)

WSBK USA: Rea dominates at Laguna to strengthen
grip on WSBK title: Jonathan Rea will take a sizeable 59 point lead
into the summer break as v ictory in the second World Superbike
Championship race of the weekend at Laguna Seca saw him move ever
closer to a third consecutive title. Hav ing been forced to settle for second
behind Chaz Dav ies in race one, Rea turned in a superlative performance
on the Kawasaki ZX-1 0R by following team-mate Tom Sykes as they both
hustled their way to the front of the field from their reverse grid positions
by the end of the opening lap. More

Humans may have arrived in Australia 65,000 years

ago! Tools, paints and other artifacts ex cavated from an ancient rockshelter in northern Australia are giving new glimpses into early life Down
Under. The first humans may hav e arrived on the continent 65,000 years
ago — 5,000 y ears earlier than prev iously thought — and they were
sophisticated craftspeople, researchers report. This age increases the age
of occupation of Australia by many thousands of y ears. This is ex tremely
important as there has been an endless debate about the initial occupation
of the continent. Details

YOU CAN GO TO SPACE WITH GOOGLE ! If you’ve
always wanted to poke around inside a spaceship but don’t ever
wish to leave the safety of Earth, Google Street View now lets
you explore the International Space Station (ISS) right from
your computer. Astronauts have been working and living on
the ISS for the past 16 years, and Street View now allows you
to explore everything from the sleeping quarters to where the
space suits are kept. More..

U.S. NEWS

ICE Planning Raids Against Illegal Alien Teen Gang
Members: U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) officers are
planning a nationwide roundup of teenage gang members who entered the
country illegally. Some of those being targeted include teens who entered as
Unaccompanied Alien Children. Calling the targeted enforcement action an

expansion of President Donald Trump’s crackdown on illegal immigrants,
Reuters reported the action targets teenagers between the ages of 16- and
17-years-old. Read More

Graham and Kushner met to discuss immigration
differences: Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) and White House
adv iser Jared Kushner met on Capitol Hill Thursday to discuss
immigration. The White House and Graham are at odds over
recent immigration legislation. Earlier 0n July 20, alongside
Democratic Sen. Dick Durbin (Ill.), Graham unv eiled a new
v ersion of the Dream Act, an immigration bill that would protect
undocumented immigrants brought to the country as children.
Read more..

What happens if McCain can't go back to work in the
Senate? Sen. John McCain's brain cancer diagnosis raises the
question of what would happen if he were unable to carry out his duties
in the U.S. Senate. It could trigger a political free -for-all next year.
Under Arizona law, if McCain were no longer able to serve, the governor
must appoint a replacement who has to be from the same party. The
successor would serve until the nex t statewide election. The winner of
that election would serve out the unexpired term, which ends in 2022.
The law would allow Gov. Doug Ducey to appoint himself to fill the seat,
according to legal experts. Full story
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From LEBANON
To all LACD members: If you wish to have an event advertised,
or an article/letter/poem/story published in the newlsetter,
kindly send material(s) to the media department, at
marlene@lacd.us.
** Content will be subject to approval.

Zgharta is a city in North
Lebanon, with an estimated
population of around 95,000. It is the
second biggest city in Northern
Lebanon after Tripoli. It is about 150
meters above sea level and lies
between the rivers of Jouit and
Rashein. Many historians agree that
the name Zgharta has been derived
from the Aramaic term "zaghar"
meaning fortress and in Syriac, the
term "Zegharteh" means barricades.
Traditionally, agriculture was a large
portion of the local economy, with
olives grown for olive-oil around
Zgharta and apple orchards around
Ehden. Recently, the service and
manufacturing sectors have seen
significant growth.

Looking forward to hearing from you!

